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CALENDAR 
of 
EVENTS 


December, 1968 


New Hope — Exhibit of Old Christmas Cards from 
Many Lands — Barn 46, N. Main St. (next to Abbey 
Shop) 

Washington Crossing — Narration and Famous Paint- 
ing Washington Crossing the Delaware“, Daily 9 
to 5 at 1/2 hour intervals. Memorial Building. 
Washington Crossing — Thompson-Neely House fur- 
nished with Pre-Revolutionary pieces, open daily 
and Sunday. Route 32 Washington Crossing State 
Park. Weekdays 10-5 p.m. Sun. 1 to 5. 

Washington Crossing — Old Ferry Inn, restored Rev- 
olutionary furniture, gift and snack shop where 
Washington Punch is sold. Route 532 at the bridge. 
Daily 9-5, Sun. and Holidays 1-5. 

Washington Crossing — Taylor House, built in 1812 
by Mahlon K Taylor now serves as headquarters for 
the Washington Crossing Park Commission open to 
the public. Weekdays 8:30 to5 p.m. Sat.8:30-11 a.m. 
Morrisville — Pennsbury — William Penn's Country 
Home, built in 1683. Daily 9 to 4:30 p.m., Sunday 
1 to 4 p.m., Admission 50 cents. 

Doylestown — Mercer Museum, Pine and Ashland 
Streets. Tues. thru Sat. 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Adults 75 
cents, children under 12, 25 cents. 

Pineville — Wilmar Lapidary Art Museum. The Coun- 
try's largest private collection of hand-carved semi- 
precious stones. Open to the public Tues. thru Sat. 
10 a.m. to 5 p.m., Sun. 1 to 5 p.m. Admission 
50 cents. 

Churchville — The Nature Education Center — Open 
daily 9 to 5. Trails, exhibits and Naturalists avail- 
able to the general public. Open Sun. 2 to 5. Special 
Family Nature Program 2 p.m. on Sundays. 
Doylestown — Bucks County Arts Foundation — 
showing of local artists work — paintings, sculpture 
and graphics. Hours: 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Daily. 50 
East Court Street. 

Bristol — The Margaret R. Grundy Memorial Mu- 
seum, Victorian Decor. House: Tues., Thurs. and Sat., 
1 to 3 p.m. Groups by appointment only. 610 Rad- 
cliffe St. 

Sellersville — Walter Baum Galleries, U.S. and 
French Paintings by Gaston Longchamp. Hours: 1 
tttto 4:30 p.m. or by appointment, Daily and Sunday 
225 N. Main and Green Streets. 

Washington Crossing — Adult Nature Walk, Pre- 
(continued on page 24) 
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Tuckamony Farm 


TUCKAMONY FARM 


The presence of Indians in Bucks County is so fast 
fading into legend that it is worth while recalling that 
the Lenni Lenape once played a much larger part in the 
lives of the first settlers than we realize. They were few, 
they were scattered, but they were loved. They were 
also helpful. 

The Preston family of Buckingham preserved a tradi- 
tion that their ancestor Amor, after his house at Bristol 
had burned down, was persuaded by his Indian friends 
to move back into the then wilds of Bucks County near 
their spring at Hollekonk. Here his son, Nathanwas born 
and was nursed by an Indian woman. Nathan and his 
younger brother Paul learned to speak the Indian lan- 
guage before they learned English. Amor was a tailor, 
well known for his skill in fashioning clothing out of 
deerskin for the white as well as the redskin inhabitants 
of Buckingham. 

A similar reason is given for the coming of the Scar— 
boroughs to Buckingham. John Scarborough, Jr., when 
only a boy of 15, was left by his father, John, Sr., a 
tract of land he had purchased from William Penn in 
1682, not yet located. He was persuaded by the Indians 
to settle in Buckingham, and John did so, selecting a 
tract close to the Kinsey tract, (then in possession of 
James Streater), a very thickly wooded district; it still 
is (1968), comparatively speaking. According to general 
advice he selected low-lying land beside a spring, and 
near big walnut and butternut trees to build his cabin, 
but the Indians advised him against it. For some reason 
lightning had a habit of striking there, so John Scar- 
borough built his cabin on a hill above the spring. There 
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TUCKAMONY 
FARM 


AND HILLHURST 
ORCHARDS 


by Dr. Arthur E. Bye 


was a certain great chestnut tree on this tract which 
was venerated by the Indians. It was saidthat no Indian 
would pass without standing a few moments beneath it, 
for an important chief was buried there. John Scarborough 
promised the Indians never to cut this tree down, and it 
stood there within the memory of people living today. 

Most of the Indians left these parts about 1775, but 
one old woman lingered on here on Scarborough land 
until after 1830. She was called Peg Tuckamony, and was 
considered to be the last of her race, but it seems she 
had a son. She made her living by making baskets, some 
of which are still in existence, and are treasured as 
heirlooms of the vanished race. 

The place where Peg Tuckamony lived is now the pro- 
perty of Forrest C. Crooks, an artist and nurseryman 
expert on holly. I wish to describe his house as it is an 
almost perfect example of the small stone dwelling built 
by the first generations in Bucks County. Its situation also, 
still in the midst of wooded hills, preserves its character- 
istic antiquity and charm. 

There was an earlier building here, however, for at the 
southwest corner there is still to be found the foundation 
of a very small building, perhaps only 15 by 20 feet, 
which was the home of Peg Tuckamony, and which 
Forrest Crooks believed was built 50 years before. 

Finally one reaches a clearing and discovers a great 
stone barn, and beyond, the old house, which immediately 
convinces one it is unaltered from the time it was built.. 
It stands there, overlooking a cloistered valley, belonging 
to it, built of the stones picked up on the hillside, or 
so it seems. There is a tiny stream at the bottom of the 
valley, but the water can hardly be seen, What strikes 
the visitor, however, is the profusion of box in front of 
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the house and at the sides, while in back there are 
holly and evergreens of all kinds. This house is most in- 
teresting for its antiquity because it is a little house, 
two rooms long, still primitive in its simplicity, very early. 
Forrest Crooks says there is adate, 1747. It has remained 
small because it was a tenant house, belonging to the 
Pearson family who were heirs of the Scarboroughs — the 
Pearson homestead, or mansion house is a half a mile 
away. The great barn would be far too large for the little 
house — but the Pearson farm was huge and needed 
more than one barn. Now it is a great asset to Forrest 
Crooks who has made use of it, as did two other artists 
— I have mentioned Harry Rand and George Sotter — 
for a studio. 

Inside, the house is preserved without any attempt to 
re-create a so-called Colonial“ appearance. It is the 
home of Forrest and Irene Crooks, furnished with fine 
examples of early furniture, paintings, and household 
utensils. 

Up in the attic, Albert Large, the hermit, lived for a 
year or two. 

As for Indian tradition about the place, there is more 
than what is known about Peg Tuckamony. The woods 
about were once the hunting grounds of the Lenni Lenape, 
and there is a peculiar name given to the hill opposite the 
house — Burn Bridle Hill' —which is difficult to ex- 
plain. George MacReynolds, in Place Names“, gives a 
few guesses, but apparently this is merely the white man's 
attempt to render phonetically the Indian name. There 
are many other strange names in these parts which the 
wanderer away from the main traffic will discover — for 
example, Burnt House Hill Road” and Snake Hill 
Road. In the forest of Burn Bridle Hill, the Pearsons 
and their neighbors, during the revolution, used to let 
their horses roam in order to hide them from the army 
foragers while the Indians watched. 

To find Tuckamony Farm, one goes from Buckingham 
Village out the upper Old York Road eastward to Holi- 
cong, and at the top of the hill before one comes to La- 
haska, takes the left fork of the road and follows it 
through, crossing the Aquetong Road a mile beyond until 
he comes to a sign on the right marked Tuckamony 
Farm.“ This is the real Bucks County. 


HILLHURST ORCHARDS 


There is another fine old house on the original Paxson 
grant. Its owner, Mr. David R. Johnson, had asked me 
several times to visit it. Accordingly, one day after leaving 
Marsh Gibbon, I turned down the Laurel Road towards 
the river, to find the house I had heard about but had 
never seen. Laurel Road here becomes quite precipitous, 
and is heavily wooded, and I wondered how a farm 
could ever be cleared from sucha wilderness. But sudden- 
ly there was the River Road with flat cleared land be- 
yond, a farm, orchards, and very old buildings. I was 


about a half mile north of Centre Bridge. This was Hill- 
hurst, a part of the inheritance of Henry Paxson’s great 
nephew Thomas. 

Hillhurst claimed my attention at once by the evidence 
of long occupancy here, by its fine all-stone barn and 
other outbuildings. Even before I knew its history I was 
aware that I would find here many, if not most of the 
original appurtenances of a self-sufficing homestead. 

I drove down the lane from the River Road and noticed 
it divided the house and its appurtenances on the left 
from the barn and other farm buildings onthe right. And 
I noted that while these buildings were not so compact 
nor arranged in a rectangle as at Marsh Gibbon, yet it 
seemed that Thomas Paxson must have had his uncle's 
plan in mind, for the stone mansion is flanked by two 
buildings, one evidently the coach house and the other a 
spring house, and there is a walled garden in back, of 
stone, in one corner of which there is a little building I 
supposed is the smoke house. At the end of the drive, 
and on the right is the stone barn, of that excellent 
masonry which always, wherever it is in Bucks County, 
demands the admiration of everyone; here it is of excep- 
tional preservation. The barnyard is in front of it, and in 
one corner are the ruins of an oldstone house. Mr. John- 
son showed me the foundations; it could not have been 
more than a one room dwelling, and there is a cellar. 
The fireplace is still standing; no doubt there was former- 
ly a room above, but it is just this kind of a little stone 
house a first settler would have built. The ruins are 
being preserved by the Johnsons for their antiquarian 
interest. 

After taking me around the grounds and explaining 
about the spring house which still gives a plentiful supply 
of water, he took me to the house. This is built, like so 

(continued on page 26) 
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The axe blows rang through the frosted forest. Like sil- 
ver slices they bit through the bark at the evergreen tree. 
The sweet, raw smell of resined wood hungon the smoke 
cold air. 

With a final slanted chop, the axecut through the pink 
pale wood, and the lacy hemlock swayed, then fell to 
rest upon the newly fallen snow. 

There was a shout of glee, and two rosy faces peeked 
above thick mufflers, and cold nipped hands reached for 
the cascading branches. The children trailed their father 
as he lifted the lower trunk, and they offered rosy-hued 
and frost-nipped fingers to aid, or hinder, in carrying the 
hemlock tree through the woods to the cabin in the small 
clearing. 

This was Christmas in 1825 in Bucks County. The 
Christmas tree custom was new in this country. But the 
idea would grow. From the Lutheran and Moravian Ger- 
mans who tried to capture old memories in their new 
world by decorating a tree, the English settlers in Amer- 
ica would borrow the festive custom. 

In the earliest days of its celebration the tree usually 
went bare. It was enough to have the reminder of the 
old ways and lost days in the mud-chinked cabins that 
dotted the local hills. But year by year, there was a 
little more wealth in the cabins. 

The first riches was in the formofa few tallow candles 


an early 


christmas 


by Alexandra Richards 


to light when the darkness outside spread through the 
small room. The. candles were tied to the tree, their 
small light outlining eager faces. 

Next came red apples to nestle among the branches. 
Some trees in time were decorated with pretzels. As 
supplies became more plentiful, small sweet cakes were 
baked in the form of animals. A cabin table was cleared. 
Wheat flour or corn was ground and moistened. One 
precious yellow egg, a little syrup for sweetening, hazel- 
nuts and blackwalnuts from the forest floor were enough. 
Outlines were drawn upon the rolled dough. Onto a 
skillet over the coals, and soon there were crisp little 
figures to tie on the tree. 

Later there were mint candy pretzels, and peanuts, 
and sometimes an apple fence around the tree. A sharpen- 
ed twig with leaves pierced each apple. 

There was little to give in the early days. A busy 
mother might sit long over the small glow of fire in the 
fireplace, with head bent low, and workworn fingers 
weaving salvaged yarn for a pair of mittens for frost-nip- 
ped fingers. 

If there was time, a loving father might whittle a 
sheep, a dog, or a crooked pig from some bit of smooth 
wood he had saved. 

But it was enough. The gift went with the tree, and 
was a memory, and a present of love. 


ee 


DECEMBER, 1968 7 


Sarah Lukens Keene seemed destined for all that was 
exciting and beautiful. A person of exquisite grace, she 
caused even a king to seek her smile. 

But sometimes one aims too high, sights too long or 
far away a goal, and so misses a mark, or destiny. This 
seems to have been the fate of Sarah, niece to Major 
Lenox who represented the government of the United 
States at the court of St. James. 

It was through Major Lenox that Sarah met the King 
of England. While her uncle was in residence in that 
country, there were many receptions given to foreign min- 
isters by the King. On one occasion, the King led Sarah 
in a dance. To all who saw her, Sarah's beauty and poise 
were impressive. 

Even the King complimented her. News of his praise 
was on many tongues in the court. Sarah became known 
after that as The American Beauty. 

It was a gay life, and there were many who were in- 
trigued with this young woman who had mental culture 
as well as personal beauty. Sarah was a good represen- 
tative of young America. 

But the accomplished young woman was equally at home 
in Bristol, on the Delaware. It was to this small but im- 
pressively busy town Major Lenox and his family returned 
after service in the court at London. 

Life in Bristol became an extension of life in St. James's 
Court. Distinguished men of colonial America and of 
Europe were frequent visitors to the Keene Mansion, as 
it became known in later years. 

Joseph Bonaparte, ex-king of Spain, paid many calls 
on Major Lenox and his family. He and his nephew, 


THE 


AMERICAN 
BEAUTY 


by Virginia Castleton Thomas 


Prince Murat, both of whom lived in nearby Bordentown, 
would drift down the river backing the Radcliffe Street 
mansion, on their magnificent barque. 

The boat would be trimmed with American and French 
flags flying fore and aft. It seemed a fitting way for the 
exotic men to arrive at Sarah's home. 

Sarah's beauty was an added attraction to the comforts 
and pleasure of the river mansion. There were receptions 
and dinners here, too, that drew men of prominence from 
throughout the east. 

It was soon after Major Lenox’s return to Bristol that 
one of his visitors, handsome young John Hare Powell 
began to see more and more of Sarah. She permitted him 
to court her, and life for John Hare Powell became a 
reverie of Sarah. 

It must have been with confidence and joy that young 
Powell asked Sarah to marry him. She was a proper 
young lady, and though probably delighted, she suggested 
he gain consent from her aunt. 

It seemed a perfect union. After all, did not Sarah 
Lukens Keene know her own mind, and had she not 
allowed him to pay court to her? And certainly he could 
afford to keep her in the comfort she had always known. 

It would have been with great anticipation John Hare 
Powell stepped up to the imposing arched doorway of the 
mansion that afternoon to pay his respects to Madam 
Lenox, and ask for her niece’s hand in marriage. 

Was Sarah upstairs in her room, or perhaps seated on 
the upper balcony that lifted river breezes onto its shel- 
tered area? Had she heard the rap of the huge eagle 
door knocker? 


(continued on page 25) 
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Sources of names for many Bucks County villages are 
varied and interesting. A town was named for a promi- 
nent person, an unusual happening or a geographical 
feature. Some town names appeared on early maps but 
were dropped or changed over a period of time. Often 
the original name lived on in the memories of the local 
inhabitants. 

Such a gone but not forgotten place is Ruckmanville 
or Ruckmans, a tiny hamlet in Solebury Township near 
the corner where Greenhill Road intersects Upper York 
Road. It is shown on Bucks County maps in the early 
1800 s but is no longer noted on them. It might be inter- 
esting to learn about the man for whom Ruckmanville 
was named, John Ruckman, and see what mannerof man 
he was, to be accorded this honor. 

The Ruckman family came from England to Massa- 
chusetts originally but fled to Long Island in 1643 be- 
cause of religious persecution. Later on they moved to 
Monmouth County, New Jersey where John Ruckman’s 
grandfather Thomas was born in 1721. He married Su- 
sanna Jones and moved to Plumstead, Bucks County 
where John’s father, James, was born in 1748. James, a 
hard working farmer, married Mary Hart, sister of Col. 
William Hart, after whom Hartsville was named. They 
had 12 children among whom was John, born February 
20, 1777. 

As a young man, John Ruckman was a pupil of Col. 
George Wall, who taught surveying. Col. Wall had fought 
with distinction in the Revolutionary War and was the 
founder of the village of Wall's Landing, later known as 
Lumberville. The Ruckmans were associated with several 
men who founded Bucks County villages; perhaps young 
John was inspired by their industry and accomplishments. 
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by Sheila W. Martin 


He was an apt pupil and worked for many years as a 
surveyor in private life, and as Deputy County Surveyor. 
He was appointed in 1817, along with William Long and 
Samuel Abernathly, to lay out the boundaries for Doyles- 
town Township; he also served on the committee to re- 
build Centre Bridge in 1829. 

Politics attracted John Ruckman and he held various 
County offices for over 40 years, including County Com- 
missioner, Prothonotary, Treasurer, County Auditor and 
Associate Judge of the County Court. He was very pop- 
ular and probably the only political defeat he suffered 
was in 1837 when he ran for Congress against Matthias 
Morris and lost. 

We learn that John Ruckman also ran afarm and oper- 
ated a prosperous general store and a tavern. He was a 
man of many talents; today he might be described as 
a prominent businessman and popular politician, active 
in community affairs, a member of the Chamber of 
Commerce, etc.’’. 

He bought the Lumberville store of Col. Wall in 1804 
and operated it until the spring of 1807 when he moved 
his goods and stock to the Upper York Road location 
where he had bought the Forst property. David Forst's 
land was part of a land grant given to Thomas Rowland 
by William Penn in 1681. Three hundred acres of this 
grant passed from the Rowlands to the Hartley family 
in 1702 and then in 1765 to the Ellicotts who sold it 
to David Forst in 1783. The land remained in the Ruck- 
man family from 1807 until 1941. It was wooded land 
for that portion of the Burn Bridle Forest known as The 
Barrens' ran across it. 

The tavern at Ruckmanville was in operation before 
1785 and it opened sometime after 1750. John Ruckman 
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continued to operate the tavern and paid an Inn license 
fee of $12 as late as 1830. We assume the tavern was 
closed for the day when the first general election for the 
district of Solebury was held at his house in 1808. Elec- 
tions were held at Ruckmans until 1864. 

John Ruckman took more of an interest in agriculture 
than just the operation of his farm. He was one of the 
32 original members of the pioneer association of central 
Bucks County farmers — the Bucks County Society for 
Promoting Agriculture and Domestic Manufactures found- 
ed in 1809. The Society's Fair held at the Ruckman farm 
on August 23, 1811 was the first fair ever held by an 
agricultural society in Bucks County. 

The Bucks County Militia numbered Captain John 
Ruckman among its active members in 1803, so we dis- 
cover that John Ruckman did not forget his duty to his 
country in its critical days of newly won independence. He 
must have been a compassionate man also for it is re- 
corded that he gave shelter on his farm to a fugitive 
slave from Maryland. 

Often the written word reveals a great deal about a 
person’s character. Excerpts from a letter written by John 
Ruckman in 1832 to John Paxson, foreman of the State 
Road Jury, and his associates show his clearness of ex- 
pression, professional directness, and courtesy. 

Gentlemen: 

Understanding that another attempt is in the 
making to vacate and relay that part of the Eas- 
ton and Willow Grove State Road between Lum- 
berville and Ruckmans...we beg leave to give 
our reasons why we think that part ought not 
to be vacated. ..We have noticed on the map 
of Bucks County that the river from Erwinna 
to Blacks Eddy is straight and nearly a due 
South course. The State Road from Lumberville 
to Ruckmans is also nearly a due South course. 
From Ruckmans down Street Road to meet the 
Pineville road in the Gap of Buckingham Moun- 
tain is a good road not very crooked. And from 
the Gap in the Mountain to Pineville there is 
now a very good road nearly a due South course 
which will complete a Road nearly straight about 
18 miles from Erwinna to Pineville, all of which 
will be completed at the trifling expense of open- 
ing a new road 2 miles 3quartersand 21 perches 
in length over good ground for a road, from Lum- 
berville Schoolhouse to Ruckmans and make a 
road at least four miles shorter between Bristol 
and Easton than the road the Stage now runs 

We have however full confidence in you 
that you will make no alteration in the location 
of said road unless you believe by doing so it 
be less expense to township, less damage to pri- 
vate property, make a better road, and finally 
promote the public good more. 

John Ruckman married Rebecca Horner in 1803 and 
somehow found the time to father 12 children; William, 


Mary, Sarah, James, Rebecca, Charlotte, Thomas, Ma- 
tilda, Amanda, John, Elizabeth and Jane. The Ruckmans 
were an extremely long-lived family; John’s father lived 
to 86, John himself to 84, six of his children lived to be 
over 80, one to 95, and a granddaughter to 96! His chil- 
dren and grandchildren inherited his intelligence and his 
interest in politics and commerce. 

His son William was appointed postmaster in 1834 at 
Bushington (later called Furlong) and also served as a 
manager of the 1836 Doylestown Cotillion. 

His son James worked in the Ruckman store until 1842 
when he moved to Doylestown and held the office of 
deputy prothonotary for 3 years. After some time in Lum- 
berville where he shipped lumber and engaged inthe mer- 
cantile business, he returned to Doylestown where he was 
elected Recorder of Deeds. 

His son John most definitely had his father’s good head 
for business for he made a considerable fortune in coal. 
He was associated with his sister Amanda’s husband, J. 
Gillingham Fell. 

His son Thomas married his cousin Eliza Hart in 1867 
and stayed on the Ruckman land. In the 1891 Bucks 
County Atlas, the Ruckman tract is listed in the name of 
Thomas Ruckman and sisters“. Thomas and Eliza had 
two children; a daughter Frances Hart (McCredy) who 
left her estate to the Doylestown Hospital when she died 
in 1964, and a son, John Horner Ruckman, an extremely 
cultured man, president of the Bucks County Historical 
Society at one time. He married Anna Trego Fell and they 
had one son, John Fell Ruckman. He was a noted col- 
lector of pewter, jade objects and Chinese snuff bottles. 
He edited the Bulletin of the Pewter Collectors Club of 
America. John Fell Ruckman died in January of 1965, the 
last to bear the Ruckman name. 

What does Ruckmanville look like today and who are 


(continued on page 20) 
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FROM CHINA TO HULMEVILLE 


It has been said that wallpaper was invented about 
500 years ago in Europe. However, it is believed that 
the Chinese had been using wallpaper quite a while be- 
fore the Europeans. The Chinese wallpaper, hand-painted 
and very beautiful, was also very expensive. European 
wallpaper was introduced after the invention of the print- 
ing press, and cost much less. This little bit of historical 
information brings us to an unpretentious red brick build- 
ing on the Southeast corner of Mainand Reetz Streets, in 
Hulmeville, Pa., overlooking the Neshaminy Creek. 

This building (originally wooden) is the mill of the Vorn- 
hold Wallpaper Company —the only wallpaper mill in 
Bucks County, and one of only 13 in the United States. 

The company was founded by William Vornhold at 
Tioga and Frankford Avenues, Philadelphia, in 1895. It 
remained there for five years, then moved to Garden and 
Kennedy Streets, Bridesburg, Pa., where the business con- 
tinued to 1927. The big move was to Bucks County in 
1927 and it then became the William Vornhold Company, 
recently incorporated to become Vornhold Wallpaper, Inc. 
It is the oldest wallpaper company in the United States 
operating under the original name and ownership — 41 
years in the same location! 

The Vornhold Mill has 15 full-time employees, two of 
them are from Hulmeville. Raymond Vornhold, father of 
Charles, continues to be active inthe running of the mill, 
having worked there since 1928. Charles started working 
around the machinery — oiling, cleaning and doing odd 
jobs — after school and on Saturdays back in 1934. Today, 


by Elmer E. Cull 


Charles is an expert color mixer, one ofthe two trades in 
the mill; the other being printer. The mixer has to play 
much of his work by eye. Colors can be matched, and 
as many as9 colors canbe run on the presses at one time. 

Charles Vornhold is married to Doris Berg, formerly of 
Newark, N. J. who is an R. N. They have three children: 
James, 14; Fred, 11; and Judy, 9. Charles attended Lang- 
horne-Middletown High School, and Central Evening 
School in Philadelphia. He had set his sights for a career 
in the wallpaper business at an early age! 

Mr. Charles Vornhold is a member and the president 
of the Harrowgate String Band, and manages to find 
time to take an active part in the organization, its re- 
hearsals at the William Penn Fire House, Hulmeville, 
and of course, the Annual Mummers’ Parade in Philadel- 
phia. When we asked Mr. Vornhold if he had any other 
hobbies — he said, ou name it!” 

He started collecting antique clocks when he wasa boy, 
and now has 35. He says that he can repair the old“ 
ones. Stamps and coins are also part of his collections. He 
is an active member of the Grace Episcopal Church, 
Hulmeville, String Band, which performs at the Annual 
Variety Show, Church Bazaar, and other events. 

Mr. Charles Vornhold took us on a personal tour of 
the mill, and it turned out to be quite an experience — 
and education! The machinery was not in operation at 
the time, but we could feel the extra warmth on an un- 
usually cool May evening. He said that the drying racks 
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Mother was going back to school! I had signed up for 
an adult education course. In the minds of my young 
tribe of hellions, this pronouncement bordered on the pre- 
posterous. Anyone who deliberately chose to go to school 
must be minus a few buttons. Schoolisin a category with 
booster shots, cough medicine, galoshes and visits to the 
dentist — those infernal necessary evils that one could 
well live without. 

The fateful day arrived. All through dinner I listened to 
the profound comments of these pint-sized analysts. 

Such gems as: 

„ but you already know everything!” (I modestly 
denied this.) 

but you're too old to go to school!” (This was a bitt 
deflating.) 

“You'll miss the DEAN MARTIN show!” (I'd suffer.) 

“Who'll help me with my math homework?” (My son 
would suffer.) 

“Who'll change the baby?“ (My husband was about to 


FOR 


NIGHT SCHOOL? 


by June Stefanelli 


learn.) 

“You'll never stay awake that long!“ (This point was 
debatable.) 

I should add that I have seven kids, the oldest of whom 
is eleven. Seven kids can make quite a few observations. 
Even our six months old baby joined in the festivities. He 
purposely (I’m convinced) upchucked his dinner as I was 
ready to leave the house in order to delay the inevitable. 

I stood firm. The women’s magazines all maintain that 
mothers should have outside interests. I was ready to have 
my “horizons broadened” and my mind stimulated.” 

As I finally pulled the car out of the driveway, I could 
see this madcap crew all frantically waving goodbye. With 
this sendoff, I felt I was bound for a weeklong Bahama 
vacation at the very least and not a ten minute drive to 
the local high school. 

Oh well... It was rewarding to know I was needed. 

Little do they realize what a social success we'll all 
become once master Beginning Guitar.” 
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THE CURSE 


OF 


THE 


ORANGE JUICE CAN 


by Alice Jones 


For some time now I've been staring straight at the 
terse command, Open Other End, on my orange juice 
cans as I cranked them open. But if I’m opening the 
Open Other End' end, then I can't be opening the 
other end which they evidently had in mind. What 
happens now? 

This sort of arbitrariness in sign language brings out 
the natural balkiness in those of us who value our freedom 
of movement. Why should we “Push” when the doors 
will! Pull“ just as well? And the ‘Wet Paint” is always 
dry. 

We Americans are usually very obedient to signs. Spoken 
edicts seldom go unchallenged, but written ones have our 
almost total co-operation. Marketing experts, for example, 
are well aware of how easily we are beguiled down well- 
marked garden paths. 

At best, we don’t even bother our brains for an opinion, 
and at worst, we notice the signs to some extent — con- 
sider the bounteous accumulations of rubbish hugging No 
Dumping” signs. Negative thinking. 

And then there are those of us who have nothing against 
any reasonable regulations, provided we can be convinced 
that they are reasonable. We're not contrary, just curious. 

Some things are obvious, or are meant to be. Even I 
respect Danger: 20,000 Volts” notices, so I see no need 
for the redundant addition of Keep Away.” Or Do not 
take internally cheek by jowl with Poison, (unless, of 
course, you're suicidal — then you'll be happy to know 
you re on the right track.) These gently restrictive admon- 
itions come under the heading of useful information” 
or guidelines to temporal happiness.“ 

Written directives spell security for some — sort of 
double protection like wearing a belt and suspenders. 
Once I received a pair of rubber boots in a package 
marked Fragile. They were taking no chances. 

What if a crazed and underpaid postal employee took 
a notion to run all the unmarked packages through the 
paper cutter instead of the postage machine? That woul? 
tend to make those boots a bit unseaworthy. 


Under such circumstances Fragile“ would not be a 
lick amiss, though it would then cover such assorted 
items as flannel nightgowns, salt water taffy, and collec- 
tions of National Geographics. 

Do Not Pierce“ might be more to the point, but 
there's no need to add to the confusion. 

I needn’t have been concerned about appropriateness 
anyway. The boot box, when it arrived, was mashed like 
a stepped-on jelly sandwich. The post office doesn't 
like arbitrary commands either. 

And how about those mattress and pillow tags, Do 
Not Remove Under Penalty of Law”? I didn’t dare rip 
mine off for fear of instant reprisals that would leave my 
family minus one super house-keeper. They would prob- 
ably confiscate the mattress too, as evidence. 

Alas, one mindless day when the Pandora in me was 
weaving its wayward spell, I threw caution tothe winds, 
and de-tagged my ten-year-old bedding. Sweating a little, 
I waited. But no whistles blew, no sirens wailed, and 
no stalwart officer in full police suit materialized from 
inside the mattress to lead me away. Ha! It was a bluff! 

We all know that if you Bend, staple, or mutilate” 
those computer cards what hadn’t oughta be bent, stapled, 
or mutilated, the computer will have convulsions, and 
then there will be Big Trouble. (haven't tested this one, 
because the only one we get is that handsome mottled 
aqua one with our income tax return inscribed thereon. 
We feel naturally shy about bringing ourselves to the 
attention of our government's zealous bookkeepers.) 

And we've all experienced the folly of disregarding di- 
rections for entry into cereal boxes. Ten to one the kid- 
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SPREE 
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MAKE THIS ONE A 
COMFY CHRISTMAS 


A 


AA 
E 


with 
DANIEL GREEN 
TRU-STITCH 
WEO BEST SELLERS JUVENILE BOOKS 
COMFO COOK BOOKS SPECIALIZED BOOKS 
Women's SLIPPERS OF EVERY DESCRIPTION 


Children’s Store Hours 


BOSTON SHOE STORE 9:30 — 9:00 


Until Christmas 
12 S. Main St. 
Doylestown, Pa. Phone: 348 - 5054 


GARDY’S 


BOOKS & STATIONERY 


‘YOUR HALLMARK STORE’ 


MAIN & STATE STREETS DOYLESTOWN 
348-5824 


WRAP THIS UP FOR YOUR LOVED ONE 
FOR CHRISTMAS 


ee = 


13119 5 
Nc — 


BMW Family Sedan 
Made in Munich, Germany 


| If you're looking for quality, comfort and pre- 
cision workmanship —test drive the new BMW 


ar = 


TAYLOR Motors 


EXCLUSIVE SAAB AGENCY 


TELEPHONE 847-5511 


RT. 611, OTTSVILLE, e BUCKS CO. + PENNSYLVANIA 18942 
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FOSTERS of Doylestown 


is pleased to announce they have been 
selected for the Discovery Playthings 
Program and Catalogue in the Bucks 
County area. Toys are selected by the 


DISCOVERY 
PLAYTHINGS 
Child Study Association of America for the improvement 


of skills and understanding at all age levels. 
Free catalogue at store or mailed upon request. 


139 S. Main St. 345-0710 


RALEIGH — SCHWINN — ROSS 
QUALITY TRIKES — WAGONS — RIDING TOYS 
in our Cycle Dept. 


Now is the time to lay away your 
Christmas furs. Our collection of 
stoles, capes and jackets is brand 
new! 


Daily: 9:30 — 5:30 
Fri. til 9:00 — Sat. til 5:00 


Bleams Guus 


Quality is not expensive — it's 
priceless 


Quakertown 
536-2382 


LET YOUR 
GREETINGS 
HELP A CHILD 


Greeting Cards sold for the benefit of UNICEF, tne 
Nobel Prize winning United Nations Children's Fund, 
mean milk, medicine and schooling for needy chil- 


dren all over the world. Offered are twenty-one dis- 
tinctive designs donated by world famous artists 
Order a free full-color brochure from UNICEF-USC, 
331 East 38 St., New York, N. Y. 10016 


Dried Arrangements 
Cut Flowers 

Potted Blooming Plants 
Centerpieces 


Flowers by Wire 


SANDY RIDGE FLOWER SHOP \ 


E. State Street near Main 


348-2430 
For Distinctive Gifts 


ORIGINAL 
HUMMEL” FIGURE 


on Route 309 — 1/2 mile south of MOYERS COUNTRY BOUTIQUE 


Plumsteadville Shopping Center — 766 -8008 
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France On Your Table? 
(Would You Believe Italy?) 


Cheese From 
Around The World 


Exotic, delicious, amazing. Enjoy it yourself... . 
or mail it to your friends (well send it any- 
where on earth.) 


Gifts @ Gourmet @ Crackers 
Your Next Party? 


COMPLETE LINE OF 
DELICATESSEN MEATS 
Open daily 9 to 5:30 


Monday and Friday nights 7 to 9 N WORLD WIDE CH EESE 


218 NEW STREET QUAKERTOWN, PA And Delicatessen 


862.5650 32 South Main St. (4 Seasons Mall) in New Hope 


FOR THE WARMEST GIFT 
OF ALL GIVE HER FUR 


Fine Fur Coats, Jackets, Stoles and Scarfs 
Ladies Cloth Coats and Suits Too. 


Rell 


FAMOUS FOR FINE FURS 
FACTORY SHOWROOMS 


Shifts Slacks 
; A Blouses Slack Tops 
85 8. Main Street - New Hope, Pa. re — — 
Skirts Culottes 
in a delightful atmosphere of country decor. 
Sizes 862-5255 
Sweaters 34 to 46 46 NORTH MAIN ST. 
Blouses 10 to 44 NEW HOPE, PA. 


HANDMADE CANDLES 
AND ACCESSORIES 
862-2125 FROM 17 COUNTRIES 


DIAMOND 3-2030 


JR. PETITES 3-13 
MISSY 8-20 
JUNIORS 5-13 
SPORTSWEAR 


MON. -WED. — 9:30-5:30 
THURS. -FRI. — TIL 9:00 
SAT. — TIL 5:00 


Warring ton Oaalion Corer 


LADIES AND TEENAGE FASHIONS 


JEAN SAMULES WARRINGTON SHOPPING CENTER 


BETTY HARVEY WARRINGTON, PA COME SEE OUR COUNTRY STORE — 
— — ne 
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Featuring 


Our own 


Toll Gate 


Ice Cream 


DAIRY BAR 


Dinners 


Luncheons 


Snacks 
Phone: 968 - 3875 


Intersection of Routes 413 and 532 Newtown, Pa. 


HERE NOW 
SKIDOO Ton 8 


NO PROBLEM TO RESERVE NOW 
AND PAY LATER 


Never has Ski-Doo offered a bigger selec- 


FROM 


as Ski made ii 
r a ni 

Our “no probi is 0 * 8 00 
uy in summer — pay in winter 

your 1969 Ski-Doo now — while selec- 


tion's at its best 


Ski-doo.. 


Doylestown Agricultural 


Equipment Co., Inc. 


Route 611 — Cross Keys — Doylestown 
345 - 1300 


Rambling 
with 
Russ 


by 


A. Russell Thomas 


“WHATEVER ELSE be lost among the years, Let us 
keep Christmas — its meaning never ends; Whatever 
doubts assault us, or what fears, Let us hold close this 
day — remembering friends!” 

° 0 ° 

DECEMBER BYGONES, YEAR 1928 

FOR THOSE who don’t recall some interesting happen- 
ings of 40 years ago this month, myold notes of a news- 
paper beat may be amusing. 
...A Bucks County criminal court jury acquitted John 
Labs, proprietor of the Finland Hotel of possessing in- 
toxicating liquor for beverage purposes, but directed him 
to pay the costs. On the witness stand before a jury and 
Judge Samuel E. Shull of Stroudsburg, assisting Judge 
William C. Ryan, Labs declared that the testimony of 
three state troopers was a lie. I remember Labs explain- 
ing to the jury that I] did not possess intoxicating liquor 
for beverage purposes, but I did have a pint jar of it 
for the purpose of rubbing my sick son’s leg as prescribed 
by a Green Lane [Montgomery County] physician.” 

æ kd kd 
. . .JUDGE WILLIAM C. Ryan ordered John Hanry Ren- 
son, owner of Neshaminy Manor, a boarding house in 
Neshaminy, to pay $35 a week toward the support of 
his wife and two children. . . Renson was the owner of 
32 malt and hop stores in Philadelphia and New York 
known as The Lucky Dutchman Stores? on which he 
received 87,500 in royalties annually. 
...CHARLES M. Berkemeyer, Sellersville newspaper 
publisher, was appointed foreman of the December grand 
jury that handled 15 continued and 42 new cases. . . Great- 
er Grand View Hospital [Sellersville] was nearing com- 
pletion. 

° E 9 
. . IHE SAME December grand jury recommended to the 
court and county commissioners that the kerosene lamps 
at the Bucks County Home be replaced by electrie lights 
and that more modern table utensils be placed in the din- 
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ing room of the home to make it more attractive. . . Victor 
Sharrett of Doylestown [now in charge of Bucks County’s D O L L A R $ AND 5 k N S F | 
landfill operations] won second place in the National In- Š — ? 
termediate Pistol Match, with a score of 455 out of a 
possible 500, with hopes of making the next Olympic team. 
0 ° o 

. . . PERKASIE BOROUGH was dry as punk on Christmas 
1928. Several days before, eight well-dressed agents swoop- 
ed down on Fraternity Temple Restaurant and the Amer- 
ican House. They drank a considerable amount ofalleged 
high-powered beverage, placed a testing machine in one 
of the servings at each place and found the contents to 
be 4 percent. All samples and the beer seized was poured 
down a drain into the sewer and the owners of both 
places arrested. 


kd kd kd 


. CHRISTMAS SEASON in Riegelsville was also ex- Get a new joy out of living -open 
citing. It was an unusual season greeting from the leader your checking account today. 

of a gang of six bank bandits that William Leslie Leattor, 
cashier, and Claude C. Wolfinger, assistant cashier, Rie- 

gelsville National Bank heard on the afternoon of Decem- / 2 7 É 
ber 18, 1928. The greeting was HOLD Up Your Hand fue 2 County 
and Behave Yourself or Your Heads will be Blown Off.“ BANK AND TRUST COMPANY 
The loot was close to $7,000 but a$15,000 bag of money 
nearby was missed. 


2 0 è AANE TRUST COMPANY, _ PERKASIE - DUBLIN - QUAKERTOWN 
...GOVERNOR John S. Fisher fixed January 21, 1929 mes 
as the date for the execution of Calvin E. James for first 


degree murder in Bucks County, which made the fifth 


execution at Kock View Penitentiary within a month. 

[Last year only ONE person was executed in the United (v) 

States.] 
0 ° ° 


. . . FORMER Newtown Enterprise editor Wesley Halde- for heating your home with oil 


man left an estate that was inventoried at $79,825.44 in 
personal property. . . Frank W. Ely purchased the Keyser 


Building on Monument Square (Doylestown) from John (v) 7 

T. Keyser and planned complete remodeling of the build- 

ing for new store headquarters for William P. Ely & Son 

. . The annual Chrsitmas party of the Kiwanis Club of ’ ATLANTIC 
Doylestown was held at Brunner's Restaurant followed by (v) IT 8 CLEAN m 
a Christmas visit to the Tabor Home for Children. OIL HEAT 
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. FOR THE first time in the history of basketball in (v) ITS LOW COST 
Doylestown, the home team lost an opening game to 


Coach Bechtel’s Pottstown High quintet on the Armory 


CHALFONT - PLUMSTEAD - SOUDERTON 


i dee a 
court, 31 to 29. Doylestown players were Beans and vian gehen ral yer lala . 
inho , b 7 y N >. ili First, you have the peace-of-mind that comes wi 
Richar, forwards; A. Rufe and G. Rufe, centers; Philips ae ee er 
and Slaughter, guards. . Richard Randolph Parry, 93, eo littla. Third, you are assured a steady, reliable level of 
a è ° t ter tem ure drops 
the oldest member of the Masonic fraternity in Pennsyl- Cull ar for premiki dn 


vania, died at his home, the Parry Mansion, in New get the full benefit of a truly advanced heating oil. 


Hope, December 27. 
j 8 BRINKERS FUELS 


... THREE-HUNDRED fathers, including many busi- West St., Doylestown | 
ness and professional men paid tribute to Lansdale High's 348-2668 
“Little Wonder School’s Football Team, champions of Your comfort is complete with Atlantic Oil Heat 


(continued on page 22) 


PANORAMA — THE MAGAZINE OF BUCKS COUNTY 


Between Friends 


by Sheila Martin 


The Warminster Choraliers under the direction of Ro- 
bert Steele will present their Holiday Concert on Decem- 
ber 15 at Log College Junior High School, Warminster 


at 4 p.m. 


0 0 kad 


Roger Clough, talented young artist whose drawings of 
birds of Bucks County were featured in October’s Pano- 
rama, has had the drawing of the sparrow hawks placed 
in the Westmoreland County Museum of Art, Greensburg. 

kd 
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Mrs. Elaine Schweitzer of Doylestown and her husband 
will enjoy a 7 day all-expense trip to Miami Beach as 
winners of the recent anniversary contest of Arctic Super- 
market in Doylestown. 


2 


kd 


clean co 


Mobil 


heating oil 


MILLER & BETHMAN 


Route 611, Doylestown 348-8155 | 
i 


mfort! 


Mobilheat means 


Mobilheat is the home-proved heat- 
ing oil! 

Mobil laboratory engineers regular- 
ly test Mobilheat in 400 homes 
over the country to be sure the 
Mobilheat delivered to your home 
has every quality your burner de- 
mands 

Result clean, low-cost comfort. 
Call us today for Mobilheat! 


10 


| 


Winners in the ninth annual membership exhibit of the 
Doylestown Art League were: Mrs. Marion MacGeorge, 
first place; Mrs. Florence Hafner, second place; George 
Wiley, third place; Mrs. Maxine Burkholder, Mrs. Dorothy 
Young, Eleanore Carney, honorable mention. 

0 E 0 

Residents of Bucks County are invited to the Christmas 
Open House of the Bucks County Historical Society on 
December 11 from 7 to 9 p.m. Activities are planned at 
the Mercer Museum and the Elkins Building. These include 
a bonfire for the burning of the greens, Santa Claus, and 
mulled cider served from an iron kettle. Mrs. John H. 
Elfman is in charge of the musical part of the program 
which includes the Bigley Memorial Hand Bell Ringers, 
the Delaware Valley College Glee Club and the Doyles- 
town Presbyterian Church and Youth Choirs. 

0 0 kod 

Over 1,000 people visited the showroom of Franken- 
field Buick at the opening of their new location on 
November 8 and 9. The business began way back in 
1937 as Frankenfield and Mill, a service organization, 
then became a Buick dealership in 1947. Opel was added 
to the dealership in 1958. George Frankenfield took over 
as sole owner in 1963. 


The personnel has grown from the original two owners 
and two employees in 1947 to 20 employees now, all dedi- 
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BYECROFT 
STUDIOS 


| 


Byecroft Road 
Holicong 


Works of Art 


Restoration of Paintings 
Picture Frames 


Phone: 794-7224 


x 
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cated to good service to the public. 


The new location of Frankenfield Buick has such new 
facilities as adequate parking and display, testing analy- 
sis machine, new front end alignment equipment, and even 
fresh coffee for the customers. 
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Our Panorama editors were pleased with the letters in- 
viting them to visit the Third Grade Class at Peace 
Valley School, Chalfont during National Education Week 
in November. Thank you for the very nice letters — Lisa 
Johach, Sharon Heebner, Laura Lee, and Guy Johnson. 

0 o kad 

Last month Buckingham (Bucks County) was honored by 
a visit from the Mayor of Buckingham (England). The 
Honorable Mrs. Diana J. Elkerton presented a delightful 
program of color slides of her Buckingham to the Tax- 
payer’s Association of our Buckingham. 

kd 0 0 

One of the oldest business establishments in Doyles- 
town, Shive’s Hardware, has expanded with an attractive 
gift shop in the former Lyons Building. 

° b 0 

Under the terms of the wills of the late William H. 
and Anna C. Hayes, Lower Makefield Township, a 
Memorial Scholarship Fund has been created to provide 
scholarship awards for deserving students or graduates of 
Pennsbury High School. 

2 0 E 

I would like to wish all our readers the very merriest 
Christmas season by sharing with you a Christmas poem 
I like very much, maybe because my father wrote it 
eighteen years ago, after my first son was born... 


A CHRISTMAS TALE 


By night the Wise Men, long ago 
Pursued their solemn way 

To where, asleep in manger low, 

The infant Jesus lay. 

A young lad followed where they led. 
The stars were shining overhead. 


They bore rich robes of texture rare, 

And jewels unsurpassed, 

To place before Him, lying there: 

The Saviour, come at last. 

The young lad clasped with childlike care 
A crude but treasured small toy bear. 


The old men gave incense and myrth, 
Carved ivory and rings; 

Such royal gifts were fitting for 

The newborn King of kings. 

The young lad gave his precious toy — 
He left it for the little boy. 
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Dress Up Your 
HOME z 


FOR THE 


CHOOSE FROM THESE 
FAMOUS BRANDS: 


* KROEHLER 
* DREXEL 
* HEYWOOD WAKEFIELD 
* HARDEN 
* TEMPLE STUART * SIMMONS 
* CUSHMAN * DAYSTROM 
* STRATTON * GENERAL ELECTRIC 
* SERTA * CUSTOM MADE 
LIVING ROOM SUITES 
* OTHER FAMOUS 
BRANDS 
GENERAL APPLIANCE 
ELECTRIC SAVINGS 


Refrigerators “ Freezers 

Air Conditioners ° Dishwashers 
Automatic Washers & Dryers 
Ranges ° Stereos 


Color TY 


Come In And Check Our 
Low, Low Prices. 


5 8 5 88 (KEYS . JP 2 


Route 611 (Just North Of Cross Keys) Doylestown, Pa. 
Open Thursday, Friday until 9 p.m. 


Saturday until 6 p.m. 348 - 5611 
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BOUGHT AND SOLD 
Western Europe—U.S.—U.N, 
Topicals 
CATALOGUES 
AND SUPPLIES 


S. POH 8 W. State St. 


Doylestown 
Phone 348-8641 after 6 and Weekends 


james a stewart associates (215) 348 - 8616 
edison & quarry roads 


edison, pa. 


We are proud to announce the formation of the James A. Stewart 
Associates Studio of Woodwork. 

For fine quality and imaginatively executed furniture, doors, and 
woodcarving of every variety, we feel that our studio offers an 
opportunity to customize tract houses as well as more expensive 
finely designed dwellings. 

The Studio cannot, of course, offer rapid delivery, unless your 
customer sees something already made that he must have im- 
mediately. What we do offer is a peerless product, selected with 
the purchaser very much in mind. 

Further, we can say without modesty that the addition of a Stewart 
Associates wood product in the home can only enhance its value 
and be an original work of art at the same time. 


COUNTRY 
AIRS 


Ovve-Tryme 


Crart Suop Country Store 


14 SOUTH STATE STREET 
Newtown, Bucxs County, Pa. 


WO 8.3593 
Ep anp Dorotuy Gitlis. Props. 


house of fme 
Carpets 


© WALL TO WALL OR ROOM SIZE RUGS 
» ALL PRICES è ALL PATTERNS è ALL SIZES è COMPLETE 
/ INSTALLATIONS FOR YOUR HOME OR COMMERCIAL USE 
TIME PAYMENTS 


BARB-LIN, INC. 


640 North Main Street, Doylestown 348-8116 


D 
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Carriage House — built 1872 


some of its inhabitants? An old home on the west side 
of Upper York Road near Greenhill Road, longer and set 
closer to the road, was torn down and in 1872 the pre- 
sent house, a Victorian style mansion was built. The 
last surviving child of John Ruckman, Matilda, lived there 
until 1926. It is a large house with a carriage house to 
the left, and near the road on the right is a 6-sided ga- 
zebo with a bird-house on top. The mansion is owned 
now by Judson Sanderson, Jr. and his wife Nedra. He is 
a communications specialist for Philco-Ford. Their infant 
son, Judson Clay, a descendent of Henry Clay on his 
mother’s side, celebrated his birthday last summer with 
a party in the gazebo. 

The carriage house, remodelled into a charming, wood- 
panelled dwelling, with the original 9 foot highdoors and 
stone-arched windows, is occupied by the Rev. and Mrs. 
Roderic Pierce. Mr. Pierce is very highly regarded in the 
area, for he served 20 years as Rector of Trinity Episcopal 
Church in Buckingham prior to his retirement in January 
of 1966. 

Across the street, Mr. and Mrs. Joseph W. McArthur 
live in the historic home, the oldest part of which was 
built around 1783 by the Forsts. It is a fine example of 
the warmth and beauty found in well-preserved old houses. 
The McArthurs came from Scotland and Mr. McArthur 
was very active in Red Cross disaster relief work after his 
retirement. 

So we can still find the site of Ruckmanville, Bucks 
County, even if it isn’t shown on our maps. It can be 
recognized by the old houses, the inspiring heritage left 
by generations of Ruckmans, and the useful and dedi- 
cated lives of the present inhabitants of Ruckmanville. 
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REALTOR 


Specializing in Country Property 


Elmwood 7-3543  Richboro, Pa 


Million — 


Funeral Home 


344 North Main St. 


Doylestown 


348 -8930 


Find the 
strength for 
your life... 


this week 


ELMER O. STROUSE 
Masonry Contractor 
Danboro 


CLYMER’S MARKET 
Groceries — meats 
Pt. Pleasant, Pa. 


Charles B. Reed 


Funeral Home 


182 W. Court St. 


Doylestown 


348-4543 
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reach temperatures up to 180 degrees! A quick glance of 
the floor area reminded us of a printing press assembly 
line in a newspaper plant. Of course, this is the same 
idea, but instead of newspapers being printed, wallpaper 
is manufactured. Mr. Vornhold showed us a printing 
machine, manufactured by John Waldron, New Brunswick, 
N. J. in 1881. The Waldron printing machine is the only 
one of its type being used today! The Vornholds have 
another machine which was manufactured in 1888 — 
still in working condition. 

Speaking to us about the various attractive wallpaper 
designs and patterns, Charles Vornhold mentioned one 
print roll that was hand made from maple wood, and he 
stated that this is almost a lost art. He has about 60 
patterns that were made in Germany before World War 
II. The machines were destroyed during the War, and 
can't be replaced. These patterns are fascinating because 
of their tedious looking workmanship. We hardly believe 
that anyone would want to take the time to make these 
patterns today! 

In chatting with Mr. Vornhold about the various sec- 
tions of the United States, and their tastes for wallpaper, 
he said that usually the South prefers gay colors; and in 
Pennsylvania a paper color of less intensity is preferred. 
In the New England area, a clean looking color is in 
demand. There seems to be a definite demand for par- 
ticular colors in various parts of the country, but with 
the moving population, these demands and colors may 
be blending together! 

The Vornhold Mill is well stocked — they have some 
3500 complete patterns. The paper which they use is 
shipped directly from Finland to Philadelphia. It is 
trucked up from the “big city about every three weeks. 
Each roll weighs 247 pounds. 

In reference to the print rollers — they consist mostly 
of brass outline designs on felt and wood rollers. The 
newer type is made of metal —aluminum, zinc and tin. 

Each roll of wallpaper is 19 and one eighth inches and 
trimmed to 18 inches. Various steps in improvements 
through the years have been — washable wallpaper; 
already trimmed wallpaper; and already pasted wallpaper. 
A new idea recently put into effect in sections of the 
Mid-West is the sale of rolls of wallpaper on super- 
market shelves all ready for the buyer! The biggest con- 
centration of wallpaper manufacturing today is in the 
Chicago area. 

As you walk through a wallpaper mill, you cannot 
help but notice the aroma — it is pine oil, used to over- 
come the smelly protein odor. A clay from Georgia is 
the base used for the colors. 

As you wander along Main Street in this charming 
Lower Bucks County Borough of Hulmeville, stop and 
think — an industry that started in China many, many 
years ago — holding its own, right in the heart of Hulme- 
ville, Bucks County, Pennsylvania, U.S.A.! 


Doylestown, Pa. 


OTTSVILLE, PA. 
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GRAF -RYMDEIKA 
AUTO BODY 


WE REPAIR 
WRECKED CARS 
24 hour towing service 


713 Easton Rd. 
Cross Keys 
348-3748 249-3692 


DOYLESTOWN 
FABRIC CENTER, INC. 


614 Easton Road 
Tel: 348 - 8911 


The LIBRARY BOOK SHOP 


Centre Avenue and Court Street 
Newtown, Bucks County, Pa. 


Telephone 
215-968-2131 


For all your book needs“ 


HEALTH FOODS 


BUNN’S NATURAL FOOD 
SHOPPE 


Organic Foods 
Natural Vitamins 
Dietetic — Salt and Sugar Free 
Vegetarian and Allergy Foods 
Stone Ground Flours 
High Protein Products 


Mon. to Fri. 9:30-9 
Sat. til 6 
963 Street Rd., Southampton 
(Route 132 near Firehouse) 
Phone: 355 - 1165 


MODERN 


CONCRETE SEPTIC TANK CO. 


— MANUFACTURERS — 
“Complete Sewage Systems Installed” 


BETTER 
Tanks 
Service 


Quality 


Phone 847-5112 
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“TIRED OF THE SAME OLD 
HUMDRUM GROCERY 


SHOPPING? JOIN THE ‘IN’ 
CROWD SHOPPING AT THE 


NEW EXCITING ARCTIC!” 
Featuring 


"The Arctic Delicatessen” 
UNDER THE PERSONAL SUPERVISION OF 
“MISS DORIS“ 


ARCTIC 
SUPERMARKET 


RTS. 611 AND 313 — CROSS KEYS - DOYLESTOWN 


Fireplace Equipment and Accessories 


Shive3 


Main and State Streets, Doylestown, Pa. 
348 - 4053 


RAMBLING (cont. from p. 17) 


1928 and to Coach Joseph K. (Dobbie) Weaver at a tes- 
timonial banquet in Lansdale’s Masonic Temple. It was 
the occasion of Dobbie’s swan song as grid coach at 
Lansdale and his entry into the real estate business. 
... THIS REPORTER remembers well there was not a 
dry eye in the entire audience of 300 including the 
football squad, when Coach Weaver, deeply touched by 
a handsome white gold wrist watch presented to him by 
“his boys”, members of the 1928 championship team, 
stood motionless as he gazed upon the watch, and 
turning to THIS RAMBLER, said, “YOU READ THE 
INSCRIPTION RUSS, I CANNOT DO IT.” There was 
never a finer companion and business associate lived 
and died than Dobbie Weaver. 

0 E = 
...BUCKS COUNTY’s second murder of 1928 was com- 
mitted Saturday night, December 28 when John Di- 
Lotto, 30, of Bristol, was fatally injured as the result 
of an unmerciful beating by a trio of unknown men on 
a lonely road between Bristol and Tullytown. Arrested 
were Joe Guida, of Bristol, and the wife of the mur- 
dered man as suspects. 

E E 0 
. . . DOYLESTOWN ROTARY Club entertained members 
of the Doylestown High football team of 1928. Five 
members of the squad coached by Bill Wolfe and Mike 
Beshel were sons of Rotarians and another wasa brother. 
The squad included Jay Richar, captain; Tom Beans, 
Morris Cooper, Clifton Ruos, Anthony Hafler, Casper 
Lauer, Edward Slaughter, Arthur Kenney, Philip Rubin- 
kam, William Murry, George H. Wetherill, John Elfman, 
David Douglass, Millard Robinson, Bartley Elfman, Rus- 
sell Smith, Ewing Clark, Elwood Barnes, Rudolph Schnei- 
der, Walter Haldeman, Chester Diehl, Earl Steiner, John 
Siegler, Aloysius Rufe. Rotary President George S. Hotch- 
kiss, welcomed the group and Thawley Hayman, chairman 
of the boys work committee, had charge of the program. 

E 8 = 
DR. CARMON ROSS, superintendent of Doylestown’ s 
school system (and one of the best school heads EVER) 
was elected president of the Kiwanis Club of Doylestown. 
Other officers elected were William H. Satterthwaite, vice 
president; Walter M. Carwithen, treasurer; A. Russell 
Thomas, secretary; Isaac J. Vanartsdalen, district trustee; 
Jerry L. Campbell, William F. Fretz, Horace E. Gwinner, 
Cletus L. Goodling, Charles T. Horner, Stace B. McEntee 
and George Neff, directors. 

= 
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REGARDLESS OF WHO was elected, Here’s hoping the 
year 1969 will be the best ever with peace assured. 


ARARAS AA 
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Phone: (215) 749-2679 Closed Mondays 


2 Restaurant 


durham room - cocktail lounge 


New Hone, Pa. 


Luncheon, Cocktails, Dinner 


Parking Available 
Closed Mondays 


Riegelsville, Pa. ALECK & LEANOR EWALD, JR. 


Dining in a Walled Garden 


MILDRED SHERMAN’S 
a5 oup Teen 


THE YARD LAHASK A, PA. 


CHRISTMAS By an open fire at 
an old country inn. Traditional 
American cuisine. Home made 
miniature loaves of bread and 
pies. 


RESTAURANT OF THE MONTH 


Ewald’s Restaurant is situated on Route 611 in 
the historic town of Durham and overlooks 
the river at the site of the building of the 
famous Durham boats. The owners, Aleck and 
Leanor Ewald, started at this location in 1950, 
bringing a tradition of serving fine food with 
them, for Mr. Ewald’s father was also in the 
restaurant business and trained in Denmark 
and Germany. 


Dinner daily: 11:30 A.M. to 9 
Supper in the Buttery Bar to 1 
Sunday to 9 P.M. 


P.M. 
A.M. 


GOURMET 
MOBIL GUIDE _ 


AND CUE — 44 Ewald's serves delicious home-cooked food and 
pastries in the charming Durham Room. The 
stained glass wall separating the Durham Room 
from the Cocktail Lounge is most interesting. It 
was done by Richard Smith of Kintnersville. 


Home - cooked food served in authentic 
Early American environment. . .Daily 
luncheons...Candlelight Suppers Friday 
and Saturday 5 to 8 P.M. 

Open Sundays (215) 794 - 8323. 


Tamberivlle House 


Bridge St., Lambertville, N.J. EX 7-0202 
Phone: (609) 397 - 0202 


Ewald’s also features a Coffee Shop. 


BRUGGERS 
PIPERSVILLE 
INN 


Where celebrities come to meet people! 


766-8540 
Closed Monday 
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Weekends 


DOYLESTOWN’S FIRST! thru month 


5,6,7 


6 


Luxury apartment 
with elevators! 


6,7 
— N ; E 13,14 
7 
7 
7,8 
8 
See the showplace estate that became a showplace 
apartment! Just a few steps from Doylestown shopping and 10 
train, Century House is 10 magnificently landscaped acres 
of gracious living. 
11 
WŒ Spacious I-bedroom and 2-bedroom apartments feature 
private balconies, fully applianced kitchens (including Weekends 
dishwashers), and individual central heat and air beg. 7 
conditioning. 2 baths in all 2-bedroom suites. 14 
™ Laundry and storage rooms on every floor, social rooms, 15 
beautiful lobbies. Quiet living assured by effective sound 15 


conditioning; security assured by inter-com system connecting 
with locked lobby. Rentals from $170 include swim club 
and all utilities except electricity. 15 
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House 


West State Street (Route 202) at West Street 31 
Few seconds from downtown Doylestown 


Wynne James, Jr., Esq., Rental Agent 


Lyle H. Rickards, Associate Broker 
Telephones: 348-3514 348-5353 
Sample apartments open 1 to 5 p.m. every day 


(continued from page 3) 


serve Hdgrs. Building, Bowman’s Hill 2 to 3 p.m. 
Yardley — Yardley Florist, Main St., Christmas Show, 
Weekends only 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Free. 

Buckingham — Buckingham Antique Show, Tyro Hall 
Grange, Thurs, Fri. Noon to 10 p.m., Sat. Noon to 6. 
Newtown — Carol and Candellight Procession in 
Colonial Costume — 7 p.m. 

Newtown — 6th Annual historie Christmas Open 
House Tour” in Newtown, 1 to9 p.m. — $3 per person 
Buffet — noon to 10 p.m. — $3.75 at Temperance 
House, 5 S. State Street. 

Bristol — The Fantasticks“ — The St. James Play- 
ers — St. James Episcopal Church Guild Hall — Ce- 
dar and Walnut Streets. 8:30 p.m. $1.50. 

New Hope — New Hope Pro Musica Society, Ist 
concert of season. Bucks County Playhouse, with Ar- 
nold Grossi as soloist. Membership and ticket in- 
formation call 794 - 5005. 

Washington Crossing — Children’s Nature Walk, Pre- 
serve Hdqrs. Building Bowman’s Hill, 9 to 10:30 a.m. 
Chalfont — Lenape Valley Garden Center, 350 N. 
Main St., 5th Annual Open House and tour of green- 
houses. Sat. 10 to 4, Sun. 10 to 3 p.m. Free. 
Warminster — Young People’s Concert with pianist, 
Edward Meldru and the Warminster Symphony Or- 
chestra at the Log College Jr. High. 2:30 p.m. Adults. 
$1.00 and students 50 cents. 

Doylestown — Our Lady of Czestochowa Shrine — 
Christmas Program — 10 a.m. Luncheon by reserva- 
tion only. Call 215-343 - 2800 for information. 
Doylestown — Bucks County Historical Society — 
Mercer Museum Annual Christmas Open House, 
7 to 9 p.m. 

Washington Crossing — Nature Education Center, 
Route 32, Sat. and Sun. 3 p.m. 


Washington Crossing —Boy Scouts and Girl Scouts 
Merit Badges. Preserve Hdqrs. Bldg., Bowman’s Hill 
Levittown — Handel's Messiah“, Delaware Valley 
Philharmonic. 3 p.m., Bishop Egan High call 945-2661 
Warminster — Warminster Choraliers in a Christmas 
Concert — Log College Jr. High, Norristown Road — 
Sunday 4 p.m. Tickets $1.50, adults, 50 cents, students 
Fallsington — Community Tree Lighting and Carol 
Sing, Meetinghouse Sq. starts at All Saints Episcopal 
Church 7 p.m. 

Fallsington — Candlelight Display in 18th Century 
Colonial Homes, Meetinghouse Square. 
CHRISTMAS DAY — MERRY CHRISTMAS 
Washington Crossing — 192nd Anniversary of Wash- 
ington Crossing the Delaware. Annual reenactment, 
Washington Crossing the Delaware“, Washington 
Crossing State Park, Memorial Building Mall, 2 p.m. 
NEW YEAR’S EVE — HAPPY NEW YEAR 


THE STAFF OF PANORAMA WISHES ALL 
OUR SUBSCRIBERS AND FRIENDS A 
VERY HAPPY HOLIDAY SEASON 


DECEMBER, 


1968 
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It was into the large reception hall that young Powell 
stepped that day. Beyond him wound the staircase of 
pure mahogany that led to the upper floors. But the 
suitor was shown into the reception room, and beyond, 
to the parlor where Madame Lenox awaited him. 

Restraining himself, John Powell nevertheless related 
his great affection and esteem for Miss Sarah to her 
imposing aunt. 

He did not tell her that Sarah darted through his every 
waking moment like a poem. Or that instead of sleeping 
when he retired at night, he thought instead of Sarah, 
and saw her lovely face, her delicate gestures, and even 
heard her voice through his dreams. 

John Hare Powell gravely and respectfully told Madam 
Lenox that Sarah would live in great comfort and high 
esteem. He would spend his life making her proud of 
her choice. 

As Madam Lenox’s silence lengthened, young Powell 
must have pleaded his case. But she listened without 
encouragement. Finally, she spoke. 

“Mr. Powell, you ask my consent to your marriage 
with my niece. My answer is Miss Sarah L. Keene is 
intended for the son of a duke or a lord, and not for 
the son of a brewer.” 

John Hare Powell took his hat and left. 


The courtship had ended. John Hare Powell married 
and became one of Philadelphia’s honored citizens. The 
young man who was unlucky in his love of Sarah in 
time became Inspector General on General Scott's staft. 
After that, he rose even higher as a State Senator. His 
renown increased with the years, and in retirement, he 
became a distinguished art collector. 

Miss Sarah Lukens Keene died unmarried. The young 
woman, born so beautiful and become so talented, com- 
plimented by a King and courted by notables of the day, 
remained in Keene mansion, never marrying the son of a 
duke — or a lord — and lost forever to the son of a 
brewer. 
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dies have already pried open the right end to get at the 
prize, the Sugar Krunchies“ never taste quite the same 
after they have been swept up off the floor, and emptied 
out of the tennis shoes. 

But anxiety grips me as I confront the orange juice 
can. This silent container offers no clue, no warning, no 
tangible after-effects. The absent-minded and illiterate 
are fair game. 

What can I say after I say I’m sorry? Should I write 
a letter of apology to the orange juice company? Would it 
help if I opened two dozen cans the right way in amends? 
Who knows, after all, but me and my can-opener??? 

Have I, do you suppose, invoked the Curse of the 
Orange Juice Can?” 


DICK BACH 


ASSOCIATED WITH 
Bean, Mason & Eyer, Inc. 


Monument Square, Doylestown 


JUST IN CASE YOU DIDN'T KNOW 


For the past 18 years 
we have specialized 
in the fine art of re- 
finishing and repair- 
ing antiques as well 
as the most modern 
furniture. 


We also do very 
custom woodworking 
in solid walnut, pine, 
and cherry — trestle 
tables, harvesttables, 
round tables,hi-fi cab- 
inets, bookcases, etc. 


NATURAL SLAB WALNUT COFFEE TABLES 
Continuing a fine family heritage of Yankee Craftsmenship.”’ 


Edward A. Child 


TOHICKON HILL RD. 
POINT PLEASANT, PA. 
297-5466 


8 . 


WHERE SER 


FRANK ENFIELD BUICK, 


INC. 
130 N. Easton Highway (Rte. 611) 
Doylestown, Pa. 


348-8183 BUICK—OPEL 
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HOMER BROWN, REALTOR. 
“Your home is our business.” 


For buying, selling and mort- 


gaging any kind of real estate 
in Bucks County, consult us. 
West State Street. Doylestown. 
Phone 348 - 5165. 


WROUGHT IRON, Handcrafted 
originals, reproductions, restora - 
tions and repairs. Call George 
D. Wiley, 37 Cherry Lane, Doyles- 
town. 348-3754. 
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OLD & USED TRAINS— Bought 

— Sold — Repaired. J. B. Kline 
and son. Lambertville, N. J. Phone 
609-397-0314. 


JOHN T. WELSH, REALTOR, 
62 E. Court Street, Doylestown. 
348-9086. Residential, farms, 
commercial, appraisals. Mort- 
gages and Insurance. 


SEND IN YOUR 
SUBSCRIPTION TODAY 


Bucks County 


PANORAMA 


“The Panorama Building” 


354 N. Main Street 
Doylestown, Pa. 18901 


O One year ($2.75) 


O Two years (55.00) 


O Three years ($6.50) 
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many old farmhouses, in two sections — the northern is 
the smaller, and probably the earlier — but the larger 
section, which Mr. Johnson says has a date stone 1785, 
is of a different style. Later, it is evident some other 
than Bucks County influence is here, for the entrance 
doorway is raised on a platform with steps, and inside 
ther is a central hall with staircase andtwo rooms at the 
side, with elaborate doorways having pedimented lintels. 
Inside the rooms are elaborately panelled, the closets 
and other features are of a pretentious character unusual 
in a Bucks County farmhouse. This is explained by the 
history of the house. 

Hillhurst Farm was inherited by Thomas Paxson on the 
death of his uncle in 1723. In 1732he married Jane Can- 
by, and it was probably then that he built the first 
section of the homestead, which in style is of about that 
date. He bequeathed it to his second son Oliver, who, 
having moved to live near New Hope —his place was 
called Maple Grove’ — sold it in 1814, three years be- 
fore his death, to the ancestor of the present owner. This 
was John L. Johnson of Germantown, fourth in descent 
from Dirk Jansen, one of the founders of Germantown 
1684. Knowing this, one recognizes easily enough the 
elegant accessories of the 1787 house. 
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Comes To Bucks County .” 
oo Real estate Se 


4 ACRE ESTATE 

i P f 8 i k FIVE BEDROOMS 
erer 8 N eee eee 1 In fine rural: residential area, near Doylestown, a spacious brick and frame split on one 
center hall, very large living rm. dining rm. double size kitchen with idana acre. Just about completed, the house has entrance hall, living room with fireplace, 
oven, garbage disposal and dishwasher family Aa wiih bookeases Cnead ae dining room, equipped kitchen with breakfast area; above, 4 spacious bedrooms, two 
om. 3 zone hot Water oll heat: full ba sik AN ak 4 g ? tiled baths and storage room; at lower level, a spacious family room, also with fire- 

175 she armen: ractive are esign garage (3 car! place, a fifth bedroom, powder room and laundry. Two-car garage. A fine quality 
with large rm. above. Lovely trees, shrybbery and landscaping. Underground electric I i sially designed for the | family. $3 garag i i 
and telephone service. Other features of refinement. Excellent value at $63,500. house especially designed for the larger family. $38,500. 


Robert C. Orter J. CARROLL MOLLOY 


30 S. Main Street Doylestown, Pa. 
STATE & PINE STREETS, DOYLESTOWN 348-9066 348-3558 


REALTOR 


NEW HOPE.PA. 862-2828 


RIV ER PROPERTY 
Two beautiful acres sweep down to the canal from the terrace of this lovely residence 
in Point Pleasant. Five bedrooms, three and one-half baths, barn with space for three 
cars; room for three box stalls, and unfinished guest house. A large and comfortable 
home with much charm. $69,500. 


ELIZABETH JAMES 


COUNTRY REAL ESTATE 
Professional Building 
Rt. 202 Buckingham, Pa. 


Phone 794-7403 


SERVING BUCKS COUNTY, PHILADELPHIA AND 
EASTERN PENNSYLVANIA 


50,000 WATTS 


WTOA 975 


New Jersey's Most Powerful Station 


ACCE NT [6 am-9 am Monday- Friday] 


A wonderful way to start your day. Wake-up music and total news and informa- 
tion, presented in brief, concise form. 


WEEKDAY [9 am-11 pm Monday- Friday] 


Refreshing, different — the adult sound of stereo music presented in uninterrupted 
segments surrounded by a world of mini-features every half-hour. 


WEEKEN D [Saturdays - Sundays] 


36 hours of great stereo music to suit your every mood, wherever you may be. 
Includes provocative leisure-time informational keynotes every half-hour. 
plus Greater Trenton Stereo Hour 
9-11 pm Sunday Pops Music 


100% STEREO MUSIC 


You don’t have to be over 25 to enjoy the great popular music entertainment of 
WTOA — but it helps! And 50,000 watts of WTOA’s stereo music is sensational! 


The New Sound of a Great Radio Station 


WIOA 97.5 STEREO RADIO 


Trenton, N. J. 
Affiliated with WHWH 1350, Princeton, N. J. 
both stations owned and operated by 
The Nassau Broadcasting Company 


